“Our Good Shepherd”

Saturday, April 24, 2021 at 5:00 pm
Sunday, April 25, 2021 at 8:00 am & 11:00 am

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
(Good Shepherd Sunday)
AS WE GATHER
Of all the animals that could have been used to portray humanity, does it feel strange to be
called a sheep? After all, it is not the most honorable creature. There are no defense
mechanisms to escape a predator, no intimidating roar, and limited ability to fend for one’s
self when it comes to seeking nourishment, water, and safety. Yet these things reveal the
point we are called to understand. It may not be good to be a sheep on our own, but it is
great to be a sheep with a Good Shepherd to care for the flock. Jesus is our perfect shepherd
who protects and defends, feeds and nourishes, leads and provides all we need in this body
and life. Together as His flock, we are blessed to follow Him as by His Word and Means of
Grace He leads us to streams of living water and paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.

WE WELCOME FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

Epiphany Lutheran Church offers many resources and programs to help you and your
children grow in your faith relationship with Jesus Christ. Quiet activity bags for your little
ones are available on the coat tree outside the sanctuary doors. Our nursery has staffed
personnel every Sunday from 7:30 AM – 12:30 PM. The nursery is not staffed on Saturday
night, but still available for your use. Well children, ages infant to four (4) years, are welcome.
Each Sunday morning worship service has a special children’s message, and we offer
Sunday school, except for holidays, for ages 3-adult at 9:30 am. If you need assistance,
please ask an usher or elder to direct you to the bathrooms, nursery, or classrooms.
Please stand for portions of service marked with asterisk (*).

THE PRELUDE

“The Lord’s My Shepherd”

Carol Krueger, Accompanist
arr. David Cherwien

ORGAN CHIMES
THE WELCOME

Pastor Chris Matthis

*OPENING HYMN

“In Thee Is Gladness”
(Handbells accompanies at 8:00am & 11:00am)

Text and tune: Public domain

+ PREPARATION +
*INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of  the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
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*OPENING SENTENCES 1 John 3:16a, 24; John 10:11, adapted
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Pastor: By this we know love,
People: that He laid down His life for us.
Pastor: “I am the good shepherd,” says the Lord.
People: The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
Pastor: Whoever keeps His commandments abides in God, and God in him.
People: And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has
given us.

*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 23; John 10:11
Pastor:

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green
pastures.
People: Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd, we confess to You that we have been
ungrateful for all You give us to sustain our bodies and lives. Forgive us,
Good Shepherd.
Pastor:

He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of
righteousness for His name’s sake.
People: Like sheep, we are distracted and tend to wander and scatter. We forget
who we are as baptized children of God and fail to respond to Your
shepherding in our lives. Forgive us, Good Shepherd.
Pastor:

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
People: We confess that in difficult times of life, we sometimes struggle to be
confident in Your presence and protection, seeking to find our own
comfort. Forgive us, Good Shepherd.
Pastor:

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my
head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
People: As we journey through this sinful world, we overlook the goodness and
mercy that flow into our lives from You. Forgive us, Good Shepherd.
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Pastor:

Jesus, our Good Shepherd, hears our cries and says to us, “I am the good
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” Receive the
forgiveness won for You through Christ’s laying down His life and rising from
death in victory. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen. Thanks be to God.

*KYRIE

Cantor: Pastor Chris Matthis (5:00pm)
Denice Rose (8:00am)
DCE Kristin Schmidt (11:00am)
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*NOW THE FEAST
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*SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from
death the Shepherd of Your sheep,
People: grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd
we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads;
Pastor:

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

+ WORD +
FIRST READING

(Peter interrogated by the High Priest.)

Acts 4:1-12

As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple
and the Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed because they were teaching
the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And they
arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already
evening. But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of
the men came to about five thousand.
On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in
Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and
all who were of the high-priestly family. And when they had set them in the midst,
they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being
examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means
this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God
raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is
the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the
cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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SPECIAL MUSIC
(8:00 am)

SECOND READING

“The Lord Is My Shepherd”

Adult Choir

1 John 3:16-24

(Let us love in deed and in truth, not just word or talk.)

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down
our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother
in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before
him; for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he
knows everything. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence
before God; and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his
commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has
commanded us. Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given
us.
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

*ALLELUIA
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*HOLY GOSPEL

(Jesus is the Good Shepherd)

John 10:11-18

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches
them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing
for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just
as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the
sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and
they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason
the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down,
and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my
Father.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN

DCE Kristin Schmidt

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”
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Tune and text: Public domain

SERMON

“Not a Victim”

*CONFESSION OF FAITH

Pastor Chris Matthis
The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all
things, visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all things
were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man. And was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
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and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He shall come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come, Amen.

OFFERING

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

arr. Dale Wood

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

Handbells & Piano

(5:00 pm)
(8:00 am & 11:00 am)
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7). We give our tithes
and offerings to God as an act of worship in gratitude for the gifts He has first given
us. If you wish to give electronically using a credit card or automated bank withdrawal, please
scan the QR code with your smartphone or visit www.epiphanylc.org and click on GIVE. As
good stewards, please use credit wisely.
If you wish to mail your gift, send your check to Epiphany Lutheran Church, 550 E.
Wolfensberger Rd., Castle Rock, CO 80109.

CLICK HERE TO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

After each petition is read Pastor says, “Let us pray to the Lord,” and Congregation
responds with, “Lord, have mercy.”

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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+ SACRAMENT+
*PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

*WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor. 11:23–25
Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is My body given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way, also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New
Testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

*PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death
until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:20

*PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. John 20:19
People: Amen.
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*THE AGNUS DEI

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord’s Supper, also known as Holy Communion or the Eucharist, is celebrated at
Epiphany Lutheran Church in the confession and glad confidence that our Lord Jesus
Christ gives us His very body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine for
the forgiveness of our sins, and to strengthen our unity with Christ and our Christian
brothers and sisters. Our Lord invites to His table those baptized Christians who trust
His Word, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive others as He loves and
forgives us. Scripture urges us to examine our conscience and belief about Holy
Communion before we partake of the Supper (1 Cor. 11:28). Because those who
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partake of the Lord’s Supper unworthily do so to their great harm, any who are not yet
instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation
and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), and yet desire to receive the
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder. For further study, see
Matthew 26:26-29; 5:23-26; 18:15-35; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:17-34.
Children and uninstructed youth and adults may receive a blessing by crossing their
arms over their chest, which is known as the sign of St. Andrew’s cross.
White grape juice and gluten free Communion wafers are available for those with
alcohol sensitivity or gluten intolerance.

COMMUNION HYMN

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

5

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

Text and tune: Public domain
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

*THE THANKSGIVING
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*BENEDICTION
Pastor: “I am the good shepherd,” says the Lord.
People: The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
Pastor:

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,
equip you with everything good that you may do His will, working in us that
which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever
and ever.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CLOSING

HYMN

“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”
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Text and tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE

“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”

arr. Gordon Young

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Permission to podcast/stream the music in the service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-714463. All rights
reserved
Musical Setting by Marty Haugen. Copyright © 1990 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 7404 So. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL
60638; 800-442-1358. www.giamusic.com All rights reserved.
Liturgy from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. LSBHymnLicense.net # is 100012516
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
“The Lord’s My Shepherd” contributors: David Cherwein, JL Macbeth Bain Tune: Copyright © 1991 Art Master Studios,
Inc., assigned to Lorenz Publishing Company (Admin by Music Services). All rights reserved.
“In Thee Is Gladness” arr. By K.L.Buckwalter Copyright © 2008 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved.
“The Lord Is My Shepherd” Authors: Gregg Smith, Robert G. Newton Copyright © 1984 Harold Flammer Music (Admin.
by Hal Leonard LLC) (Admin. by Tom Cat Music). All rights reserved.
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” arr. Dale Wood Tune: Copyright © 1991 The Sacred Music Press, a division of The
Lorenz Corporation (Admin by. Music Services). All rights reserved.
“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us (for 3-5 oct. HBs and keyboard)” arr. Karen Lakey Buckwalter Copyright © 1997
Beckenhorst Press Inc. All rights reserved.
“Partita on “Crimond” (The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want) arr. Gordon Young Tune: Copyright © 1980 Hope
Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
CCLI Streaming License #20384082 Music UBP CCLI #1620995
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE

We are to give to those who minister to us,
with our church being a priority.
“ . . . the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel
should get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).

CARTOON OF THE WEEK
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SERVING THE LORD THIS WEEKEND
(April 24-25, 2021)

Readings: (First Reading) Acts 4:1-12
(Second Reading) 1 John 3:16-24 (Holy Gospel) John 10:11-18
5:00 pm
Pastor Chris Matthis
Mitch Arndt
Carol Krueger
Kirk Anderson
Casey Burnham

Preacher
Elders
Accompanist
Sound System
Video
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Children’s Message
Nursery
Greeters
Lectors
Snacks

Christina Arndt
DCE Kristin Schmidt

Mitch Arndt

Ushers

8:00 am
Pastor Chris Matthis
Michael Huntley
Carol Krueger

11:00 am
Pastor Chris Matthis
Richard Rath
Carol Krueger

Casey Burnham
Brayden Olson

Casey Burnham
Micah Lindahl

DCE Kristin Schmidt
Ev Dawson

Debbie Stewart
DCE Kristin Schmidt
Ev Dawson

Don Gilbreath

Dick Lichtenheld

Mike Kozimko

Epiphany Lutheran Church of Castle Rock, Colorado
550 E. Wolfensberger Rd. + Castle Rock, CO 80109 + Office: 303-688-4435
Website: www.epiphanylc.org
ME SYSTEM LINK: https://epiphanylc.ccbchurch.com/login.php
Pastor Chris Matthis + Cell: 303-921-0717
pastorchris@epiphanylc.org
(Pastor available by appointment)
DCE Kristin Schmidt + Cell: 951-775-6134 + Tu-F 8 am - 4 pm
dce@epiphanylc.org
Mrs. Donata Rolf + office@epiphanylc.org + Office hours: M-F 8 am – 4 pm
Ms. Mary Wenkheimer, Choir Director + choir@epiphanylc.org
Ms. Debbie Stewart, Accounting Specialist + accounting@epiphanylc.org
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
"We help people become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ”
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