“

The Plot Thickens”

Saturday, March 27, 2021 at 5:00 pm
Sunday, March 28, 2021 at 8:00 am & 11:00 am

PALM SUNDAY
(BEGINNING OF HOLY WEEK)
AS WE GATHER
Sunday, “the eighth day of the week,” is celebrated by Christians as the first day of the eternal
life into which they were baptized. Today, the beginning of the great and Holy Week of Lent,
we begin with the note of great joy as the crowds receive Jesus entering Jerusalem. This will
be the last time He comes to the holy city. For we then follow Him to the judgment hall, the
cross of suffering, and the fearful tomb of death. The penitential season of Lent concludes
with the three holy days, the Triduum of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. Let
us follow our Lord and allow Him to take our sins upon Himself that we may receive His new
life in the forgiveness of our sins and the joy of the resurrection.

WE WELCOME FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

Epiphany Lutheran Church offers many resources and programs to help you and your
children grow in your faith relationship with Jesus Christ. Our nursery has staffed personnel
every Sunday from 7:30 AM – 12:30 PM. The nursery is not staffed on Saturday night, but
still available for your use. Well children, ages infant to four (4) years, are welcome. There
are new requirements to ensure the health and safety of our children posted on the
doors. Each Sunday morning worship service has a special children’s message, and we
offer Sunday school, except for holidays, for ages 3-adult at 9:30 am. If you need assistance,
please ask an usher or elder to direct you to the bathrooms, nursery, or classrooms.
Please stand for portions of the service marked with an asterisk (*)

RINGING OF THE BELL
ACCOMPANIST

Alexander Tran
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 procession of palms 
*GREETING
Pastor:

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
People: Hosanna to the Son of David.

*COLLECT
Pastor:

Let us pray. Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their
hands, gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His
Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes
again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow
Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
People: Amen.

*PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL

John 12:12-19

(The Triumphal Entry)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was
coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet
him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
even the King of Israel!” And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it
is written,
“Fear not, daughter of Zion;
behold, your king is coming,
sitting on a donkey's colt!”
His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was
glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him
and had been done to him. The crowd that had been with him when he called
Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness.
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The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done
this sign. So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining
nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ!
Pastor: Let us go forth in peace
People: in the name of the Lord.

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

Public domain

Pastor: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
People: Hosanna in the highest.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray. Lord God, on this day Your Son entered the Holy City,
Jerusalem, to fulfill Your will by His death on the cross. Help us to follow Him
through this week and all our days that we may be drawn closer to You by a
faith full of the knowledge of the sacrifice and victory of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
People: Amen.

WELCOME

Pastor Chris Matthis

 service of the WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING

Zechariah 9:9-12

(Rejoice, O daughter of Zion!)

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble
and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will cut off the chariot
from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut
off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and
from the River to the ends of the earth. As for you also, because of the blood of
my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return
to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you
double.
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 118:19-29

Pastor: Open to me the gates of righteousness,
People: that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.
Pastor: This is the gate of the LORD;
People: the righteous shall enter through it.
Pastor: I thank You that You have answered me
People: and have become my salvation.
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Pastor: The stone that the builders rejected
People: has become the cornerstone.
Pastor: This is the LORD’s doing;
People: it is marvelous in our eyes.
Pastor: This is the day that the LORD has made;
People: let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Pastor: Save us, we pray, O LORD!
People: O LORD, we pray, give us success!
Pastor: Blessèd is He who comes in the name of the LORD!
People: We bless You from the house of the LORD.
Pastor: The LORD is God, and He has made His light to shine upon us.
People: Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar!
Pastor: You are my God, and I will give thanks to You;
People: You are my God; I will extol You.
Pastor: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good;
People: for His steadfast love endures forever!
D All:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

EPISTLE

(Christ made himself nothing, taking the form of a slave…)

Philippians 2:5-11

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth.
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC
(11:00 am)

“Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”
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*HOLY GOSPEL

John 12:20-43

(The crucifixion of Jesus Christ)

Pastor: The Gospel of St. John, the twelfth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. So
these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we
wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told
Jesus. And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses
it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone
serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If
anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.
“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’?
But for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a
voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd
that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has
spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine.
Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. And
I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to
show by what kind of death he was going to die. So the crowd answered him, “We
have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the
Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” So Jesus said to them,
“The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest
darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where
he is going. While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become
sons of light.”
When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them.
Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him,
so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us,
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”
Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said,
“He has blinded their eyes
and hardened their heart,
lest they see with their eyes,
and understand with their heart, and turn,
and I would heal them.”
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Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. Nevertheless,
many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did
not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; for they loved
the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God.
Pastor: This is Gospel of the Lord.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

SPECIAL MUSIC (8:00 am)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY

Children’s Choir

“Little Grey Donkey”

Pastor Chris Matthis
“A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth ”
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Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019290

SERMON

Pastor Chris Matthis

*CONFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of
all things, visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man. And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He shall
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. Who with the Father and the Son together is
9

worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come, Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness with which You bless
Your whole creation. Above all, however, we give You thanks that You sent
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to be our true King, Your Suffering
Servant whose death delivers us and all believers from sin, death, and hell.
Give us Your grace that we be faithful in our walk and in our hope, love, and
worship. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor:

Inspire Your whole Church throughout the world to rightly hear and follow
Jesus, our eternal King and Lord, in humble faith with thanksgiving. Give
wisdom and grace to all pastors that they give themselves to a living and lively
proclamation of Your Law and Gospel through which You work true, saving
repentance and faith in many. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor:

Give Your grace, forgiveness, wisdom, blessing, and guidance to all who bear
the offices of government in our nation and throughout the world. Lead them
to the faithful exercise of their authority for peace and justice, and for the
defense and liberty of all people, especially the most vulnerable. Lord, in Your
mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor:

Give peace and patience, comfort and healing to all who suffer illness or
adversity or who are in sorrow or need, [especially Jack, Evelyn, Walter,
Gloria, Richard, Jerry, Estelle, Chandelle, Anna, Christina, David, Dorothy,
Richard, Jan, Henry, Keith, Barb, Diane, Pauline, Max, Jack, Peter, Bob, Edith,
Duane, Mary Ann, Emma, John, Deb, Pam, Janessa, Levi, Stuart, and Ron ].
Deliver all who endure persecution for faith in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor:

For those celebrating births, birthdays, and anniversaries [especially for
MaryAnn, Ally, Pam, Marcus, Thomas, Ryan, Zackary, Kristi, Todd & Micki
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and Terry & Cindy], that their joy would be our joy, and that they would be
blessed by another year of God’s providence and grace let us pray to the Lord:
People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor:

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your
Church on earth, who now rest from their labors. [Silence for remembrance.]
Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last to the joys of
Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor:

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

OFFERING
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7). We give our tithes
and offerings to God as an act of worship in gratitude for the gifts He has first
given us. If you wish to give electronically using a credit card or automated bank withdrawal,
please scan the QR code with your smartphone or visit www.epiphanylc.org and click on
GIVE.

CLICK HERE TO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY
*OFFERTORY
(8:00 am)

“Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”

 SACRAMENT 
*PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
11

Adult Choir

*PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. As He endured the shame and suffering of our sins, He
became the one and only sacrifice worthy and able to free us from everlasting
death. By faith in His resurrection from the dead all who believe in Him have
and share in His everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS ~ “Holy, Holy, Holy”

*THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

LSB pg. 208

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
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testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

*PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20
Pastor:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Pastor:

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to
pray:

*LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

*PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

*AGNUS DEI ~ “Lamb of God”

LSB pg. 210

13

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord’s Supper, also known as Holy Communion or the Eucharist, is celebrated at
Epiphany Lutheran Church in the confession and glad confidence that our Lord Jesus
Christ gives us His very body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine for
the forgiveness of our sins, and to strengthen our unity with Christ and our Christian
brothers and sisters. Our Lord invites to His table those baptized Christians who trust
His Word, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive others as He loves and
forgives us. Scripture urges us to examine our conscience and belief about Holy
Communion before we partake of the Supper (1 Cor. 11:28). Because those who
partake of the Lord’s Supper unworthily do so to their great harm, any who are not yet
instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation
and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), and yet desire to receive the
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder. For further study, see
Matthew 26:26-29; 5:23-26; 18:15-35; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:17-34.
Children and uninstructed youth and adults may receive a blessing by crossing their
arms over their chest, which is known as the sign of St. Andrew’s cross.
White grape juice and gluten free Communion wafers are available for those with
alcohol sensitivity or gluten intolerance.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:

“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”
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Jesus, source of lasting pleasure,
Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding,
Joy into all life expanding:
Humbly now, I bow before You;
Love incarnate, I adore You;
Worthily let me receive You
And, so favored, never leave You.

6

Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
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Jesus, joy of my desiring,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet I cry, my maker,
Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessèd food from heaven,
For our good, Your glory, given.
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Lord, by love and mercy driven,
You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish
And to die in bitter anguish,
To forego all joy and gladness
And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.

8

Jesus, bread of life, I pray You,
Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love I am invited,
Be Your love with love requited;
By this Supper let me measure,
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace You give me
As Your guest in heav’n receive me.

Tune and text: Public domain
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019290

*POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, for the gift of forgiveness
won by Your Son’s offering on the cross and for the strengthening of our souls
and bodies by His body and blood. Go with us now, and keep us steadfast in
Your Word through the blessed days of this great and Holy Week and to our
eternal life with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
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*NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Song of Simeon

*BENEDICTION

LSB pg. 211

Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
People: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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*CLOSING HYMN

“Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”

LSB 441

Tune and text: Public domain

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. LSBHymnLicense.net # is 100012516
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
“Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” Words & Music: Mark Shepperd, © 2014 Morningstar Music Publications; All rights
reserved. One License #A-714463
“Little Grey Donkey” Words and Music: Natalie Sleeth, © 1970 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved.
One License #A-714463
CCLI Streaming License #20384082 Music UBP CCLI #1620995
Permission to podcast/stream the music in the service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-714463. All rights
reserved.
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Holy Week Services

April 1 , 7:00 pm – Maundy Thursday (with Holy Communion)
April 2nd, 7:00 pm – Good Friday Tenebrae Service
April 3rd, 5:00 pm – Easter Service (with Communion)
April 4th, 8:00 am & 9:30 am & 11:00 am –
Resurrection Sunday (with Holy Communion)
st

CARTOON OF THE WEEK

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL EGG HUNT!

The annual Epiphany Easter Egg Hunt is back in 2021! Come join us on Saturday, April
3rd, at 9:30 AM. We will have crafts, a special message, and plenty of treat-filled eggs
for all! Feel free to tell neighbors and relatives.
We also need YOU! We are looking for volunteers to assist with the event, and we are
collecting donations of wrapped candy (no nuts, please) and small stickers or toys to
place inside the eggs. We can use a few dozen plastic eggs, as well. A bucket will be
available for contributions. A sign-up sheet is available at church, as well as a collection
bucket for items.

EASTER SERVICES

Epiphany will offer four (4) in-person worship services for Easter weekend: Holy
Saturday, April 3rd, 5:00pm, and Easter Sunday, April 4th, 8:00am, 9:30am, and
11:00am. Seating will be first come, first seated with no reservation system. Overflow
seating in the Social Hall will be available. Saturday night service will be recorded and
posted overnight for Sunday morning viewing. No other Holy Week services will be
prerecorded.
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SERVING THE LORD THIS WEEKEND
(March 27-28, 2021)

Readings: (Processional Gospel) John 12:12-19 (Old Testament) Zechariah 9:9-12
(Psalm) Psalm 118:19-29 (Epistle) Philippians 2:5-11 (Holy Gospel) John 12:20-43
5:00 pm
Pastor Chris Matthis
Mitch Arndt
Alexander Tran
Tim Schneider

Preacher
Elders
Accompanist
Sound System
Video
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Children’s Message
Nursery
Greeters
Lectors
Snacks

Christina Arndt
Pastor Chris Matthis

Suspended

8:00 am
Pastor Chris Matthis
Richard Rath
Alexander Tran
Mike Kozimko

11:00 am
Pastor Chris Matthis
Joel Crosswhite
Alexander Tran

Thomas Sprankle

Shawn Clark

Pastor Chris Matthis
Ev Dawson

Ria Rogers
Pastor Chris Matthis
Ev Dawson

Suspended

Suspended

Ushers

Epiphany Lutheran Church of Castle Rock, Colorado
550 E. Wolfensberger Rd. + Castle Rock, CO 80109 + Office: 303-688-4435
Website: www.epiphanylc.org
ME SYSTEM LINK: https://epiphanylc.ccbchurch.com/login.php
Pastor Chris Matthis + Cell: 303-921-0717
pastorchris@epiphanylc.org
(Pastor available by appointment)
DCE Kristin Schmidt + Cell: 951-775-6134 + Tu-F 8 am - 4 pm
dce@epiphanylc.org
Mrs. Donata Rolf + office@epiphanylc.org + Office hours: M-F 8 am – 4 pm
Ms. Mary Wenkheimer, Choir Director + choir@epiphanylc.org
Ms. Debbie Stewart, Accounting Specialist + accounting@epiphanylc.org
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
"We help people become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ”
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