“With Purpose, on Purpose”

Saturday, February 27, 2021 at 5:00 pm
Sunday, February 28, 2021 at 8:00 am & 11:00 am

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
AS WE GATHER
Our Lord’s whole purpose in becoming one of us in human history was to die for us. As a
result, He purposely marched toward Jerusalem and the certain death on the cross He knew
would come. For Him, the Scriptures were not forecasts of what might happen but God’s
immutable will for Him. He had to suffer and die so that we could be saved. And the eternal
life He thereby won for us gives us purpose in daily living. We can willingly deny ourselves
in service to others; we can take up our cross, knowing that our life with Him will never end.

WE WELCOME FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
Epiphany Lutheran Church offers many resources and programs to help you and your
children grow in your faith relationship with Jesus Christ. Our nursery has staffed personnel
every Sunday from 7:30 AM – 12:30 PM. The nursery is not staffed on Saturday night, but
still available for your use. Well children, ages infant to four (4) years, are welcome. There
are new requirements to ensure the health and safety of our children posted on the
doors. Each Sunday morning worship service has a special children’s message, and we
offer Sunday school, except for holidays, for ages 3-adult at 9:30 am. If you need assistance,
please ask an usher or elder to direct you to the bathrooms, nursery, or classrooms.
Please stand for portions of service marked with asterisk (*).

THE PRELUDE

Alexander Tran, Accompanist

RINGING OF THE BELL
THE WELCOME
ELDER PRAYER

Pastor Chris Matthis

*OPENING HYMN
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“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”

I am trusting Thee for power;
Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me
Must prevail.

LSB 729

6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.

Text and tune: Public domain

+ PREPARATION +
*INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of  the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Incorporating Genesis 17:7; Psalm 22:27;
Romans 5:6, 9–10

Pastor: God established an everlasting covenant with Abraham,
People: but our faith has waxed and waned. O Lord, forgive our forgetfulness of
Your unchanging grace.
Pastor: David wrote, “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD,”
People: but we have failed to remind one another of God’s mercy and love. O
Lord, forgive our hesitancy to share the news of Your gracious presence.
Pastor:

Paul wrote that because Christ died for the ungodly, we are justified by His
blood,
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People: but we have tried to hide our sinfulness. O Lord, forgive our blindness
to the necessary sacrifice of our Savior.
Pastor:

God sent His Son into the world with one purpose: to save us from the wrath
of God. “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death
of His Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His
life.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen. Thanks be to God.

*KYRIE

Cantor: Denice Rose (5:00 pm)
Pastor Chris Matthis (8:00 am)
Mary Wenkheimer (11:00 am)
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*SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray. O God, who sent Your Son into the flesh so that He might pay
for our sins and open eternal life to us,
People: grant us strong faith so that we may purposefully take up our crosses
and follow where He has led the way;
Pastor:

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

+ WORD +
OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

(God promises Sarah a son.)

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make my
covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” Then Abram fell on
his face. And God said to him, “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be
the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram,
but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of
nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and
kings shall come from you. And I will establish my covenant between me and you
and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. . . .
And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you
a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall
come from her.”
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE

Romans 5:1-11

(We have peace with God through Christ.)

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. More than
that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not
put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one
will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one
would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his
blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more,
now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

*HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 8:27-38

(Jesus rebukes Peter for rejecting the cross.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on
the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they told him,
“John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” And he
asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the
Christ.” And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him.
And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after
three days rise again. And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began
to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said,
“Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but
on the things of man.”
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And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and
the gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and
forfeit his life? For what can a man give in return for his life? For whoever is
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him
will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with
the holy angels.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN
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DCE Kristin Schmidt
“Lift High the Cross”

Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain
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LSB 837

6

So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019290
Text (sts. ref-s–5s): © 1991 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019290

SERMON

Pastor Chris Matthis

*CONFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all
things, visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all things
were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man. And was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He shall come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come, Amen.

OFFERING
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7). We give our
tithes and offerings to God as an act of worship in gratitude for the gifts He has
first given us. If you wish to give electronically using a credit card or automated
bank withdrawal, please scan the QR code with your smartphone or visit www.epiphanylc.org
and click on GIVE. As good stewards, please use credit wisely.
If you wish to mail your gift, send your check to Epiphany Lutheran Church, 550 E.
Wolfensberger Rd., Castle Rock, CO 80109.

CLICK HERE TO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY
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*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition is read Pastor says, “Lord, in Your mercy,” and Congregation responds
with, “Hear our prayer.”

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

+ SACRAMENT+
*PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

*WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor. 11:23–25
Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is My body given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way, also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New
Testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

*PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death
until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:20
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*PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. John 20:19
People: Amen.

*THE AGNUS DEI
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RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord’s Supper, also known as Holy Communion or the Eucharist, is celebrated at
Epiphany Lutheran Church in the confession and glad confidence that our Lord Jesus
Christ gives us His very body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine for
the forgiveness of our sins, and to strengthen our unity with Christ and our Christian
brothers and sisters. Our Lord invites to His table those baptized Christians who trust
His Word, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive others as He loves and
forgives us. Scripture urges us to examine our conscience and belief about Holy
Communion before we partake of the Supper (1 Cor. 11:28). Because those who
partake of the Lord’s Supper unworthily do so to their great harm, any who are not yet
instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation
and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), and yet desire to receive the
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder. For further study, see
Matthew 26:26-29; 5:23-26; 18:15-35; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:17-34.
Children and uninstructed youth and adults may receive a blessing by crossing their
arms over their chest, which is known as the sign of St. Andrew’s cross.
White grape juice and gluten free Communion wafers are available for those with
alcohol sensitivity or gluten intolerance.

COMMUNION HYMN
“Your Table I Approach”

5

O grant, most blessèd Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

LSB 628

6 Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.

Text and tune: Public domain
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that Your Son let nothing
keep Him from the cross and that through this Sacrament You have given
purpose to our lives. Continue to strengthen us that we may grow in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another, through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

*BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and
be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give
you peace. Numbers 6:24–26
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CLOSING

HYMN

“I Lay My Sins on Jesus”

Text and tune: Public domain
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LSB 606

Musical Setting by Marty Haugen. ©Copyright 1990 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 7404 So. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL
60638; 800-442-1358. www.giamusic.com All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-714463
Liturgy from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. LSBHymnLicense.net # is 100012516
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
CCLI Streaming License #20384082 Music UBP CCLI #1620995
Permission to podcast/stream the music in the service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-714463. All rights
reserved.

CARTOON OF THE WEEK

Epiphany Lutheran Church of Castle Rock, Colorado
550 E. Wolfensberger Rd. + Castle Rock, CO 80109 + Office: 303-688-4435
Website: www.epiphanylc.org
ME SYSTEM LINK: https://epiphanylc.ccbchurch.com/login.php
Pastor Chris Matthis + Cell: 303-921-0717
pastorchris@epiphanylc.org
(Pastor available by appointment)
DCE Kristin Schmidt + Cell: 951-775-6134 + Tu-F 8 am - 4 pm
dce@epiphanylc.org
Mrs. Donata Rolf + office@epiphanylc.org + Office hours: M-F 8 am – 4 pm
Ms. Mary Wenkheimer, Choir Director + choir@epiphanylc.org
Ms. Debbie Stewart, Accounting Specialist + accounting@epiphanylc.org
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
"We help people become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ”
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