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“Return, Reconciled, 
Rewarded” 

 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021 at 6:30 pm  
 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
As we begin this Lenten season, we once again hear that call to return to the Lord, our 
God. God says, “Return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments” (Joel 2:12–13). Once again, we 
return from our wandering to our gracious and merciful God who has paved the way for us 
to be reconciled to Him through His Son, Jesus. “For our sake He made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 
5:20). Because of Jesus, our heavenly Father rewards us with the gifts of forgiveness, life, 
and salvation. We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live lives of righteous service in His 
name. 
Please stand for portions of service marked with an asterisk (*) 
 
PRELUDE  Carol Krueger, Accompanist 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

*INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Joel 2:12–19  

Lector: “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to Me with all your heart, with 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your 
garments.” 

People: Return to the LORD, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster. 
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Lector: Who knows whether He will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind 
Him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God? 

People: Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; 
gather the children, even nursing infants. 

 
Lector: Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. Between the 

vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, 
People: “Spare Your people, O LORD, and make not Your heritage a reproach, a 

byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, 
‘Where is their God?’” 

 
Lector: Then the LORD became jealous for His land and had pity on His people. The 

LORD answered and said to His people, 
People: “Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be 

satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach among the nations.” 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*SALUTATION 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have 

made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite 
hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may 
receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Remember” Adult Choir 
 
 
*CONFESSIONAL ADDRESS  
Pastor: We are dust, and to dust we shall return. But our God is faithful and just. When 

we confess our sins, he covers us in his righteousness and gives us new hope. 
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People: Most merciful God, dust is our destiny. We are impure. We are at war 
against You and our fellow human beings in what we say, in what we 
think, and in what we do. We have even left undone the good things You 
gave commanded us to do. We do not deserve the kingdom of heaven. 
Out of the depths of Your perfect grace, please forgive us for the sins we 
have committed against You and against one another. Wash us clean 
and turn our rags into white robes so that we will rise from the dust of 
ashes to the glory of Your grace. Amen. 

 
 
*PSALM Psalm 51:1–13; antiphon v. 17 
 
Pastor: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
People: a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 
Pastor: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 
People: according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
Pastor: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
People: and cleanse me from my sin! 
Pastor: For I know my transgressions, 
People: and my sin is ever before me. 
Pastor: Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, 
People: so that You may be justified in Your words and blameless in Your 

judgment. 
Pastor: Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
People: Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, and You teach me 

wisdom in the secret heart. 
Pastor: Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
People: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Pastor: Let me hear joy and gladness; 
People: let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 
Pastor: Hide Your face from my sins, 
People: and blot out all my iniquities. 
Pastor: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
People: and renew a right spirit within me. 
Pastor: Cast me not away from Your presence, 
People: and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Pastor: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
People: and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
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Pastor: Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will return to You. 
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Pastor: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
People: a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “O God, Be Merciful to Me” Adult Choir 
 
*IMPOSITION OF ASHES Genesis 3:19 
 

Pastor: Almighty and everlasting God, You spoke to Adam and Eve in the garden and 
said, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Your people of ancient times 
wore sackcloth and ashes as a sign of repentance. We remember our 
sinfulness through the ashes and remember the gracious gift of forgiveness 
through the cross of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

People: Amen. 
 
The Pastor and assistants receive ashes first, followed by the congregation. Using a Q-tip, 
the Pastor, or an assistant, places the ashes on the forehead of each person in the sign of 
the cross, saying: 
 
Elder/Pastor: “Dust you are, and to dust you shall return.” 
People:  Amen. 
After receiving the ashes, each person returns to his or her place in silence. There is no 
statement of dismissal. 
 
(sung during imposition of ashes) 

HYMN “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” LSB 610

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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*ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: Our merciful heavenly Father sent His son Jesus, who is righteous, merciful 
and pure in heart. He is the one who has, by His cross, made peace between 
evil sinners and a righteous God. Jesus Christ rose from the dust of death to 
life again so that we are made to live before God in righteousness and purity. 
It is by His grace that I announce to you the forgiveness of all of your sins in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 
 
 
*LENTEN VERSE LSB pg. 157 

 

 

 
 
 
*HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 5:1-12  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied. 
 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
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 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus Sat with His Disciples” LSB 932 
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Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019290 
Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019290 

 
 
SERMON “Blessed Are You” Pastor Chris Matthis 
 
 
*CONFESSION OF FAITH                                                               The Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of 
all things, visible and invisible.  

 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all 
things were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man.  And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and 
was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He shall 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
shall have no end.  
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  Who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one 
holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come, Amen. 

 
 
*LITANY 
Pastor: O Lord, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: O Christ, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: O Lord, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: O Christ, 
People: hear us. 
Pastor: God the Father in heaven, 
People: have mercy. 
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Pastor: God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: God the Holy Spirit, 
People: have mercy. 
Pastor: Be gracious to us. 
People: Spare us, good Lord. 
Pastor: Be gracious to us. 
People: Help us, good Lord. 
Pastor: By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your baptism, 

fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and 
passion; by Your precious death and burial; by Your glorious resurrection and 
ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

People: Help us, good Lord. 
Pastor: In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; 

and in the day of judgment: 
People: Help us, good Lord. 
Pastor: We poor sinners implore You 
People: to hear us, O Lord. 
Pastor: To prosper the teaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and meditation; to 

strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; and to give heart to our sorrow 
and strength to our repentance: 

People: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
Pastor: To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to watch 

over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, 
the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayer; to give abundant 
blessing to all works of mercy; and to have mercy on us all: 

People: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
Pastor: To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, 

and slanderers; and graciously to hear our prayers: 
People: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
People: we implore You to hear us. 
Pastor: O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their 

wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our 
mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. 
Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up 
for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



10 
 

People: Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING 
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7). We give our 
tithes and offerings to God as an act of worship in gratitude for the gifts He has 
first given us. If you wish to give electronically using a credit card or automated bank 
withdrawal, please scan the QR code with your smartphone or visit www.epiphanylc.org and 
click on GIVE. As good stewards, please use credit wisely. 

If you wish to mail your gift, send your check to Epiphany Lutheran Church, 550 E. 
Wolfensberger Rd., Castle Rock, CO 80109. 
 
CLICK HERE TO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY 
 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
*PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.   2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.   Colossians 3:1 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  Psalm 136 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
*PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, who has 
called us to return to You through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who was without sin 
yet took on our sin so that we might be reconciled to You through His perfect 
life, death, and resurrection, in order that we might be brought to You with 
cleansed hearts and renewed spirits to receive our eternal reward. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
 
  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Ud8tIKT-v7zYnINSxUHxCBpLP8poKBSNQ-awKGDnzM7QLqm5QueGxq4b8Mhe-yzq5V34tbxvv8DP_RLP3oABkSsqxsHnNWOz76dcXtKZnV-5ZY8DEmoBkPpVI0Vfoz7jhENUa5shJoqph6Oe3EVwT00e8cRvBIXyFMn33LWo5-qv4W20DtysqbylNuPKcYbmlyZOdMWDNnNsiz0eYVsLPg==&ver=3
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*SANCTUS  LSB pg. 161 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

*THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB pg. 162 
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance  

 of Me.” 
 
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
*PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 
 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 

to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. 
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 



12 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER  LSB pg. 162 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
*PAX DOMINI 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
*THE AGNUS DEI ~ “The Lamb”  LSB 547 vs. 1-4 
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019290 

 
 

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper, also known as Holy Communion or the Eucharist, is celebrated at 
Epiphany Lutheran Church in the confession and glad confidence that our Lord Jesus 
Christ gives us His very body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine for 
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the forgiveness of our sins, and to strengthen our unity with Christ and our Christian 
brothers and sisters. Our Lord invites to His table those baptized Christians who trust 
His Word, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive others as He loves and 
forgives us. Scripture urges us to examine our conscience and belief about Holy 
Communion before we partake of the Supper (1 Cor. 11:28). Because those who 
partake of the Lord’s Supper unworthily do so to their great harm, any who are not yet 
instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation 
and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), and yet desire to receive the 
Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder. For further study, see 
Matthew 26:26-29; 5:23-26; 18:15-35; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:17-34. 
 

Children and uninstructed youth and adults may receive a blessing by crossing their 
arms over their chest, which is known as the sign of St. Andrew’s cross. 
 

White grape juice and gluten free Communion wafers are available for those with 
alcohol sensitivity or gluten intolerance.  

   
DISTRIBUTION HYMN  
 “Savior, When in Dust to Thee” LSB 419 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 
*POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray.  We thank You, almighty God, for calling us to return to You, 

reconciling us through the sacrifice of Your one and only Son, Jesus Christ, 
and rewarding us with forgiveness, life, salvation, and Your continual 
presence. Thank You for nourishing our bodies and souls with Your Son’s 
body and blood that was given and shed for us. Empower us by Your Spirit to 
live lives of service to You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE ~ Song of Simeon LSB pg. 199 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*BENEDICTION     (Numbers 6:24-26) 
 

Pastor: People of God, who have returned and are reconciled and rewarded, receive 
the blessing of our Lord. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace 

People: Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” LSB 422 
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. LSBHymnLicense.net # is 100012516 
Music UBP CCLI # 1620995. OneLicense.net #A-714463 

 

Midweek Lenten Services (all begin at 6:30 pm) 

February 24th – Prayer and Fasting – Rev. John Larson 
March 3rd – Salt and Light – Rev. Chris Matthis 
March 10th – Do Not Worry – Rev. John Larson 

March 17th – Judge Not – Rev. Chris Matthis 
March 24th – Build on the Rock – Rev. John Larson 

 
Holy Week Services 

April 1st, 7:00 pm – Maundy Thursday (with Holy Communion) 
April 2nd, 7:00 pm – Good Friday Service 

April 3rd, 5:00 pm – Easter Service (with Communion) 
April 4th, 8:00 am & 9:30 am & 11:00 am –  

Resurrection Sunday (with Holy Communion) 
 
 

Epiphany Lutheran Church of Castle Rock, Colorado 

 

    550 E. Wolfensberger Rd. + Castle Rock, CO  80109 + Office:  303-688-4435  
Website: www.epiphanylc.org 

ME SYSTEM LINK: https://epiphanylc.ccbchurch.com/login.php 
 

Pastor Chris Matthis + Cell: 303-921-0717   
pastorchris@epiphanylc.org 

 

(Pastor available by appointment) 
 

DCE Kristin Schmidt + Cell: 951-775-6134 + Tu-F 8 am - 4 pm 
dce@epiphanylc.org 

 

Mrs. Donata Rolf + office@epiphanylc.org + Office hours:  M-F  8 am – 4 pm 

Ms. Mary Wenkheimer, Choir Director + choir@epiphanylc.org 
Ms. Debbie Stewart, Accounting Assistant + accounting@epiphanylc.org 

 
 Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

"We help people become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ” 
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