“Built on “the Christ””
Saturday, August 22, 2020 at 5:00 pm
Sunday, August 23, 2020 at 8:00 am & 11:00 am

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
AS WE GATHER
Acknowledging Jesus as the Christ is central to our confession of faith as individual
Christians and vital in our worship as the gathered people of God. In our use of that divine
title, we echo the words of the angel who spoke to the shepherds in the field outside of
Bethlehem with the Gospel message, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). We are blessed in knowing that Jesus, the Christ,
is not only God in person in human form but that He is God for us. St. Patrick poetically spoke
his confession with the words “Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in
me.” As we confess Jesus as the Christ this day, we are joining with saints and angels as
well as with the sisters and brothers that surround us gathered for worship!
Please stand for portions of service marked with asterisk (*).

THE PRELUDE

Alexander Tran, Accompanist

RINGING OF THE BELL
THE WELCOME

Pastor Chris Matthis

*OPENING HYMN

“Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs”

LSB 812

Tune and text: Public domain

+ PREPARATION +
*INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of  the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

*CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father.
People: Gracious God, with contrition and repentance, we admit and confess our
sinfulness. We are by nature sinful and unclean. Daily we have sinned
and done things we ought not to have done and have not done that which
we are to have been doing as Your servants. We indeed deserve Your
punishment in this life and for eternity. Trusting in Your mercy, we come
to You for forgiveness. Our trust is not in ourselves but in the merits of
Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Grant us
remission of all of our sins, and by the power of the Holy Spirit at work
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within our hearts and lives, lead us into ways that reflect Your goodness
and love.
Pastor:

God is gracious and merciful and hears our supplications. By the command of
our Lord and as His called and ordained servant, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

*KYRIE

Cantor: Pastor Chris Matthis (5 PM & 8 AM)
Denice Rose (11 AM)

3

*NOW THE FEAST
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*SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray. Almighty God, You inspired Peter to confess Jesus as the Christ,
Your living Son. Keep Your Church firm on the rock of this faith, that in unity
and peace the Savior will be proclaimed throughout the world until the end of
time as the Holy Spirit works in the lives of Your people. This we ask through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

+ WORD +
OLD TESTAMENT

Isaiah 51:1-6

(Look to Abraham, the rock from which you were hewn.)

“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the Lord:
look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
that I might bless him and multiply him.
For the Lord comforts Zion;
he comforts all her waste places
and makes her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
“Give attention to me, my people,
and give ear to me, my nation;
for a law will go out from me,
and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples.
My righteousness draws near,
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will judge the peoples;
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the coastlands hope for me,
and for my arm they wait.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and they who dwell in it will die in like manner;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my righteousness will never be dismayed.”
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

Romans 11:33—12:8

(God gives all members different gifts.)

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable
are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
“For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”
“Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?”
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever.
Amen.
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to
the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many
members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many,
are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our
faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who
exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads,
with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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*ALLELUIA

*HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 16:13-20

(Jesus promises to build His church.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist,
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But
who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Then
he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Kristin Schmidt, DCE
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SERMON HYMN

“Built on the Rock”

Tune and text: Public domain
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LSB 645

SERMON

“Which Rock?”

*CONFESSION OF FAITH

Pastor Chris Matthis

The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all
things, visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all things
were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man. And was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He shall come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come, Amen.

OFFERING
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7). We give our tithes
and offerings to God as an act of worship in gratitude for the gifts He has first given
us. If you wish to give electronically using a credit card or automated bank withdrawal, please
scan the QR code with your smartphone or visit www.epiphanylc.org and click on GIVE. As
good stewards, please use credit wisely.
If you wish to mail your gift, send your check to Epiphany Lutheran Church, 550 E.
Wolfensberger Rd., Castle Rock, CO 80109.

CLICK HERE TO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition is read Pastor says, “Let us pray to the Lord,” and Congregation
responds with, “Lord, have mercy.”
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

+ SACRAMENT+
*PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

*WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt. 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor. 11:23–25
Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is My body given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way, also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the New
Testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

*PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death
until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:20

*PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. John 20:19
People: Amen.
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*THE AGNUS DEI

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord’s Supper, also known as Holy Communion or the Eucharist, is celebrated at
Epiphany Lutheran Church in the confession and glad confidence that our Lord Jesus Christ
gives us His very body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine for the forgiveness
of our sins, and to strengthen our unity with Christ and our Christian brothers and sisters.
Our Lord invites to His table those baptized Christians who trust His Word, repent of all sin,
and set aside any refusal to forgive others as He loves and forgives us. Scripture urges us
to examine our conscience and belief about Holy Communion before we partake of the
Supper (1 Cor. 11:28). Because those who partake of the Lord’s Supper unworthily do so to
their great harm, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing
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from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), and yet
desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder. For
further study, see Matthew 26:26-29; 5:23-26; 18:15-35; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:17-34.
Children and uninstructed youth and adults may receive a blessing by crossing their arms
over their chest, which is known as the sign of St. Andrew’s cross.
White grape juice and gluten free Communion wafers are available for those with alcohol
sensitivity or gluten intolerance.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“I Lay My Sins on Jesus”

LSB 606

Text and tune: Public domain

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Let us pray. Grant, O Lord, that this Sacrament we have now received
strengthen us in faith and in loving service to one another. As we have shared
in the hospitality of Your Table, give us faith to live each day as Your people
who are given to hospitality, charity, and service in the name of Jesus Christ,
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our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.
People: Amen.

*THE THANKSGIVING
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*BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and
be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give
you peace. Numbers 6:24–26
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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*CLOSING

HYMN

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”

LSB 918

Text and tune: Public domain

Musical Setting by Marty Haugen. ©Copyright 1990 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 7404 So. Mason Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60638;
800-442-1358. www.giamusic.com All rights reserved. CCLI# 1620995. OneLicense.net #A-714463
Liturgy From Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. LSBHymnLicense.net # is 100012516
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in the service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-714463. All rights
reserved.
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