“

Gracious Growth,
Bountiful Harvest”
Saturday, July 11, 2020 at 5:00 pm
Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 8:00 am & 11:00 am

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
AS WE GATHER
Plants in God’s good earth respond to the showers He sends, producing plants for pasture
and crops for harvest. In the psalm, David says it is as if “the meadows clothe themselves
with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain, they shout and sing together for joy.” It
is all natural, and so is our producing fruit for God as His Word works through us. That God
works through us sinners is all grace; if we but hear the Word and let the Spirit give us
understanding, a bountiful harvest will follow. Jesus likens it to seeds producing yields of up
to a hundredfold. But we are no mere plants, as Paul points out in the Epistle. Because we
have been adopted by our heavenly Father, we are brothers and sisters of Christ, the
children of God, calling out to Him, “Abba! Father!” Our growth in faith is indeed by the
grace of God, and to Him belongs all the credit for the bountiful harvest He reaps through
us.
Please stand for portions of service marked with asterisk (*).

THE PRELUDE

Nathan Eickmann, Accompanist

RINGING OF THE BELL

THE WELCOME AND VIDEO GREETING

Pastor Chris Matthis

*OPENING HYMN

“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

Tune and text: Public domain

+ PREPARATION +
*INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and  of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: who made heaven and earth.
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Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Pastor:

In the today’s Epistle, Paul reminds us that “the Spirit Himself bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God.” Let us therefore go to our
gracious heavenly Father, confessing our sins.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
In the Old Testament Reading, God promises, “My word . . . shall not return
to Me empty; it shall accomplish . . . and shall succeed.”
People: But we do not trust You in all things. We have sinned in thought, word,
and deed. Forgive us, heavenly Father.
Pastor:

Pastor: Then God tells us, “You shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace.”
People: But we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. Hear us, free us,
and lead us in paths pleasing to You, heavenly Father.
In the Gospel, our Lord explains that “the one who hears the word and
understands it . . . bears fruit.” By the grace of God, we believe and
understand that Jesus, the Word of God in the flesh, succeeded in
destroying death and rising victorious for us. For His sake, God forgives us
and uses us to bear fruit for Him. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. May the Word planted inside you produce a great
harvest for our gracious Lord.
People: Amen. Thanks be to God!
Pastor:

*KYRIE
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Pastor:

People:

Pastor:
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People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:
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*THE HYMN OF PRAISE

“This Is the Feast”

*SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray. Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be
written for our learning,

Men:

grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them

Women: that we may embrace and ever hold fast
People: the blessed hope of everlasting life;
Pastor:

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

+ WORD +
OLD TESTAMENT

Isaiah 55:10-13

(God’s Word does not return empty.)

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
“For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the LORD,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE

Romans 8:12-17

(The spirit of adoption)

So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For
if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of
God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit
himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then
heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order
that we may also be glorified with him.
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

*ALLELUIA

*HOLY GOSPEL
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Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

(The Parable of the Four Soils)

Pastor:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And great
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole
crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A
sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the
birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did
not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of
soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
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them. Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let him hear.”
“Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been
sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. As for what was sown on
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with
joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or
persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. As for
what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it.
He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in
another thirty.”
Pastor:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN

Kristin Schmidt, DCE Intern

“Almighty God, Your Word is Cast”
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Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

“Parable of the Sower”

*CONFESSION OF FAITH

Pastor Chris Matthis

The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all
things, visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made. Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made
man. And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He shall
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come, Amen.

OFFERING
“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”
arr. Richard Hillert
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7). We give our
tithes and offerings to God as an act of worship in gratitude for the gifts He
has first given us. If you wish to give electronically using a credit card or
automated bank withdrawal, please scan the QR code with your smartphone or visit
www.epiphanylc.org and click on GIVE. As good stewards, please use credit wisely.
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If you wish to mail your gift, send your check to Epiphany Lutheran Church, 550 E.
Wolfensberger Rd., Castle Rock, CO 80109.

CLICK HERE TO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition is read Pastor says, “Lord, in Your mercy,” and Congregation
responds with, “Hear our prayer.”

+SACRAMENT+
*PREFACE
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Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

*WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

(Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me."
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

*PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:20
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Pastor:

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to
pray:

*LORD'S PRAYER

(Matthew 6:9-13)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

*THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

*AGNUS DEI
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RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord’s Supper, also known as Holy Communion or the Eucharist, is celebrated at
Epiphany Lutheran Church in the confession and glad confidence that our Lord
Jesus Christ gives us His very body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and
wine for the forgiveness of our sins, and to strengthen our unity with Christ and our
Christian brothers and sisters. Our Lord invites to His table those baptized Christians
who trust His Word, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive others as
He loves and forgives us. Scripture urges us to examine our conscience and belief
about Holy Communion before we partake of the Supper (1 Cor. 11:28). Because
those who partake of the Lord’s Supper unworthily do so to their great harm, any who
are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this
congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), and yet desire to
receive the Sacrament, are asked first to speak with the Pastor or an Elder. For
further study, see Matthew 26:26-29; 5:23-26; 18:15-35; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17;
11:17-34.
Children and uninstructed youth and adults may receive a blessing by crossing their
arms over their chest, which is known as the sign of St. Andrew’s cross.
White grape juice and gluten free Communion wafers are available for those with
alcohol sensitivity or gluten intolerance.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
“I Lay My Sins on Jesus”
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Text and tune: Public domain

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Pastor:

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift,
People: and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another;
Pastor:

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (Thank the Lord)

13

LSB pg. 164

*BENEDICTION

Romans 8:15-16

You have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba!
Father!”
People: The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
God.
Pastor:

Our heavenly Father, His  Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and the Holy Spirit
bless you and keep you now and forever.
People: Amen.
Pastor:

ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CLOSING HYMN

“On What Has Now Been Sown”

LSB 921

Text and tune: Public domain

Liturgy From Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. LSBHymnLicense.net # is 100012516
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
CCLI Streaming License #20384082 Music UBP CCLI #1620995
“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” arr. by Richard Hillert Music: ©1962 by Concordia Publishing House,
3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, MO
Permission to podcast/stream the music in the service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-714463. All rights
reserved.
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Epiphany Lutheran Church of Castle Rock, Colorado
550 E. Wolfensberger Rd. + Castle Rock, CO 80109 + Office: 303-688-4435
Website: www.epiphanylc.org
ME SYSTEM LINK: https://epiphanylc.ccbchurch.com/login.php
Pastor Chris Matthis + Cell: 303-921-0717
pastorchris@epiphanylc.org
(Pastor available by appointment)
Kristin Schmidt, DCE Intern + Cell: 951-775-6134 + Tu-F 8 am - 4 pm
dce@epiphanylc.org
Mrs. Donata Rolf + office@epiphanylc.org + Office hours: M-F 8 am – 4 pm
Ms. Mary Wenkheimer, Choir Director + choir@epiphanylc.org
Ms. Debbie Stewart, Accounting Assistant + accounting@epiphanylc.org
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
"We help people become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ”
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